Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) ‘Theory and Methods in Political Science’. London: Macmillan.
e  Heywood, Andrew (2016) (Reprint) ‘Political Theory: An Introduction’, Palgrave, UK.

Further Reading

Kukathas, Ch. and Gaus, G. F. (2004) (eds.) ‘Handbook of Political Theory’. New Delhi, Sage.
Vincent, A. (2004) ‘The Nature of Political Theory’. New York: Oxford University Press.
Mckinnon, C. (ed.) (2008) ‘Issues in Political Theory’, New York: Oxford University Press.
Arblaster, A. (1994) ‘Democracy’, (2nd Edition), Buckingham: Open University Press.

Parekh, B. (2000), ‘Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and Political Theory’,
Macmillan Press, London.
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Core Paper I1(C-1I)

CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT AND DEMOCRACY IN INDIA

Introduction: This course acquaints students with the Constitutional design of state structures and
institutions, and their actual working over time. The Indian Constitution accommodates conflicting
impulses (of liberty and justice, territorial decentralization and a strong union, for instance) within
itself. The course traces the embodiment of some of these conflicts in constitutional provisions, and
shows how these have played out in political practice. It further encourages a study of state
institutions in their mutual interaction, and in interaction with the larger extra-constitutional
environment.

UNIT-I: The Constituent Assembly and the Constitution
i) Formation and working of the Constituent Assembly
ii) The Philosophy of the constitution: The Preamble and its Features.
iii) Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles of State Policy, Fundamental Duties

UNIT-II: Organs of Government
1) The Legislature and the Executive
i1) The Judiciary: Supreme Court and High Courts

UNIT-III: Federalism
1) Federalism: Centre-State relations
i1) Recent trends in federalism

UNIT-IV: Decentralization
i) Panchayati Raj Institutions: Composition, Powers and functions of Gram Panchayat,
Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad.

ii) Municipalities: Composition Powers and function of Municipal Corporation, Municipal
Council and Notified Area Council

Text Books
® G. Austin, (2010) ‘The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation’, New Delhi, Oxford



University Press, 15th print.

e R. Bhargava (ed.) ‘Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution’, New Delhi, Oxford
University Press.

¢ D. Basu, (2012) ‘Introduction to the Constitution of India’, New Delhi, Lexis Nexis.

e S. Chaube, (2009) ‘The Making and Working of the Indian Constitution’, New Delhi,
National Book Trust.
G. Austin, (2000) ‘Working a Democratic Constitution’, New Delhi, Oxford University Press.
B. Shankar and V. Rodrigues, (2011), ‘The Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work’, New
Delhi: Oxford University Press.

e P. Mehta and N. Jayal (2010) (eds.) ‘The Oxford Companion to Politics in India’, New Delhi,
Oxford University Press.

Reference Books

e Mehra and G. Kueck (eds.) ‘The Indian Parliament: A Comparative Perspective’, New Delhi,

Konark.

B. Kirpal et.al (eds.) ‘Supreme but not Infallible: Essays in Honour of the Supreme Court of

India’, New Delhi, Oxford University Press.

¢ L. Rudolph and S. Rudolph, (2008) ‘Explaining Indian Institutions: A Fifty Year Perspective,
1956-2006’, Volume 2, New Delhi, Oxford University Press.

e M. Singh, and R. Saxena (2011) (eds.), ‘Indian Politics: Constitutional Foundations and
Institutional Functioning’, Delhi: PHI Learning Private Ltd.

¢ K. Roy, C. Saunders and J. Kincaid (2006) (eds.) ‘A Global Dialogue on Federalism’, Volume
3Montreal, Queen’s University Press

Core Paper III (C - III)

POLITICAL THEORY-CONCEPTS AND DEBATES

Introduction: This course is divided into two sections. Section A helps the student familiarize with
the basic normative concepts of political theory. Each concept is related to a crucial political issue
that requires analysis with the aid of our conceptual understanding. This exercise is designed to
encourage critical and reflective analysis and interpretation of social practices through the relevant
conceptual tool kit. Section B introduces the students to the important debates in the subject. These
debates prompt us to consider that there is no settled way of understanding concepts and that in the
light of new insights and challenges, besides newer ways of perceiving and interpreting the world
around us, we inaugurate new modes of Political debates.

UNIT-I: Importance of Freedom

(i) Negative Freedom and Positive Freedom, Freedom of belief, expression and dissent
(i1)) Equality: Meaning and Types, Egalitarianism: Social Exclusion & Affirmative action

UNIT-II: Indispensability of Justice

(i)  Justice: Meaning and Types
(i1))  Procedural, Distributive and Global Justice.



